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Preliminary 
Section s 

: 1. Short title, extent and commencement.. 
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The Legal Services Authorities Act , 1987 

AN 


ACT 


CHARTER II 
The National Legal Services Authority 
3. Constitution of the National Legal Services Autho 

rity . 
4. Functions of the Central Authority . 
5. Central Authority to work in coordination with 

other agencies . 


to constitute legal services authorities to provide 

fee and competent legal services to the toeaker 
sections of the society to ensure that opportunities 
for securing justice are not denied to any citizen 
by reason of economic or other disabilities , and to 
organise Lok Adalats to secure that the operation 
of the legal system promotes justice on a basis of 
equal opportunity . 

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Thirty - eighth . 
Year of the Republic of India as follows : - 


CHAPTER III 


State Legal Services Authority 


6. Constitution of State Legal Services Authority . 
7. Functions of the State Authority . 
8. Státe Authority to act in coordination with other 

agencies and be subject to directions given by the 

Central Government, etc. 
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agencies and be subject to directions given by the 
Central Authority , etc. 


CHAPTER I 

Preliminary 
1. Short titte , extent and commencement. - ( 1 ) 
This Act may be called the Legal Services Autho 
rities Act , 1987. 

( 2 ) It extends to the whole of India except the 
State of Jammu and Kashmir . 


CHAPTER IV 


Entitlement to Legal Services 
12. Criteria for giving legal services. 
13. Entitlement to legal services . 


( 3 ) It shall come into force on such date as the 
Central Government máy , by notification , äppoint ; 
and different dates may be appointed for different 
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provisions of this Act and for different States, and Ministry of Law and Justice of the Government 
any reference to commencement in any provision of of India , not lower in rank than that of a Special 
this Act in relation to any State shall be construed Secretary to that Government as the Member - Secre 
as a reference to the commencement of that provi tary of the Central Authority . 
sion in that State . 

( 4 ) The terms and conditions of service of the 

members of the Central Authority shall be such 
2. Definitions. ( 1) In this Act , unless the con 
text otherwise requires , - 

as may be prescribed by the Central Government . 
( a ) " Central Authority " means the National (5 ) The Central Government shall provide the 
Legal Services Authority constituted under sec 

Central Authority with such other officers and em 
tion 3 ; 

ployees at it considers necessary for carrying out 

the functions of that Authority under this Act . 
(6 ) " District Authority ” means a District Legal 
Services Authority constituted under section 9 ; (6 ) The administrative expenses of the Central 

Authority , including the salaries , allowances and 
(c ) " legal service " includes the rendering of 

pensions payable to the officers and staff of the 
any service in the conduct of any case or other 

Central Authority shall be defrayed out of the 
legal proceeding before any court or other autho 

Consolidated Fund of India . 
rity or tribunal and the giving of advice on any 
legal matter ; 

( 7 ) All orders and decisions of the Central Autho- . 

rity shall be authenticated by the Member -Secre 
( d ) “ Lok Adalat ” means a Lok Adalat organi 

tary or any other officer of the Central Authority 
sed under Chapter VI ; 

duly authorised by him in this behalf . 
(e ) " notification " means a notification publi 
shed in the Official Gazette ; 

(8 ) No act or proceeding of the Central Authority 

shall be invalid merely on the ground of the existence 
( f) " prescribed " means prescribed by rules of any vacancy in , or any defect in the constitution 
made under this Act ; 

of , the Central Authority . 
( g ) " scheme" means any scheme framed by the 

4. Functions of the Central Authority . - The Cen : 
Central Authority , a State Authority or a District 

tral Authority shall , subject to the general direc 
Authority for the purpose of giving effect to any 

tions of the Central Government, perform all or 
of the provisions of this Act ; 

any of the following functions, namely : 
(h ) " State Authority." means a State Legal 

(a ) lay down policies and principles for making 
Services Authority constituted under section 6 ; 

legal services available under the provisions of 

this Act ; 
(i) " State Government " includes the adminis 
trator of a Union territory appointed by the Pre 

( 6 ) frame the most effective and economical 
sident under article 239 of the Constitution . 

schemes for the purpose of making legal services 

available under the provisions of this Act ; 
( 2 ). Any reference in this Act to any other enact 
ment or any provision thereof shall , in relation to an 

( c ) utilise the funds at its disposal and make 
area in which such enactment or provision is not in appropriate allocations of funds to the State Au 
force , be construed as a reference to the correspond thorities and District Authorities ; 
ing law or the relevant provision of the correspond 
ing law , if any, in force in that area . 

(d ) take necessary steps by way of social 

justice litigation with regard to consumer pro 
CHAPTER II 

tection , environmental protection or any other 

matter of special concern to the weaker sections 
The National Legal Services Authority 

of the society and for this purpose , give training 

to social workers in legal skills ; 
* 3. Constitution of the National Legal Services 
Authority . --- ( 1) The Central Goverment shall ( e ) organise legal aid camps, especially in rural 
constitute a body called the National Legal Services 

areas, slums or labour colonies with the dual pur 
Authority to exercise the powers and perform the pose of educating the weaker sections of the 
functions conferred on a Central Authority under society as to their rights as well as encouraging 
this Act . 

the settlement of disputes through Lok Adalats ; 
( 2 ) The Central Authority shall consist of 

( f) encourage the settlement of disputes by way 

of negotiations, arbitration and conciliation ; 
( a ) the Chief Justice of India who shall be the 
Patron - in -Chief ; 

( g ) undertake and promote research in the 

field of legal services with special reference to the 
(b ) a serving or retired Judge of the Supreme need for such services among the poor ; 
Court, nominated by the President, in consulta : 
tion with the Chief Justice of India , who shall 

( h ) to do all things necessary for the purpose 
: be the Executive Chairman ; and 

of ensuring commitment to the fundamental duties 

of citizens under Part IVA of the Constitution ; 
(c ) such other members , possessing such expe 
rience and qualifications as may be prescribed 

(i) monitor and evaluate implementation of the 
and nominated by the Central Government . 

legal aid programmes at periodic intervals and 

provide for independent evaluation of programmes 
( 3 ) The Central Government shall appoint an and schemes implemented in whole or in part by 
officer of the Department of Legal Affairs of the funds provided under this Act ; 


. 
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( ) recommend to the Central Government (6 ). The administrative expenses of the State 
grants-in -aid for specific schemes to various volun Authority , including the salaries, allowances and 
tary social welfare institutions and the State and pensions payable to the Member -Secretary and other 
District Authorities , from out of the amounts officers and staff shall be defrayed out of the Con 
placed at its disposal for the implementation of solidated Fund of the State . 
the legal services schemes under the provisions 

( 7 ) All orders and decisions of the State Authority 
of this Act ; 

shall be authenticated by the Member -Secretary or 
(k ) develop , in consultation with the Bar Coun- . any other officer of the State Authority duly 

authorised by him in this behalf . 
cil of India , programmes for clinical legal educa 
tion and promote guidance and supervise the es 

(8 ) No act or proceeding of a State Authority 
tablishment and working of legal services clinics 

shall be invalid merely on the ground of the existence 
in universities , law colleges and other institutions ; 

of any vacancy in , or any defect in the constitution 

of , the State Authority . 
(1) take appropriate measures for spreading 
legal literacy and legal awareness amongst the 

7. Functions of the State Authority . -- ( 1) It shall 
people and , in particular , to educate weaker sec 
tions of the society about the rights , benefits and 

be the duty of the State Authority to give effect to 
privileges guaranteed by social welfare legislations 

the policy and directions of the Central Authority . 
and other enactments as well as administrative 

( 2 ) Without prejudice to the generality of the 
programmes and measures ; 

functions referred to in sub -section ( 1 ) , the State 
( m ) make special efforts to enlist the support 

Authority shall perform all or any of the following 
of voluntary social welfare institutions working 

functions , namely : 
at the grass- root level, particularly among the 

(a ) give legal service to persons who satisfy 
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes , women the criteria laid down under this . Act ; 
and rural and urban labour ; and 

( b ) conduct Lok Adalats ; 
( n ) coordinate and monitor the functioning of 
State and District Authorities and other voluntary ( c ) undertake preventive and strategic legal aid 
social welfare institutions and other legal services programmes ; and 
organisations and give general directions for the 

( d ) perform such other functions as the State 
proper implementation of the legal services pro 

Authority, may, in consultation with the Central 
grammes. 

Government, fix by regulations . 
5. Central Authority to work in coordination with 
other agencies. - In the discharge of its functions 

8. State Authority to act in coordination with 
under this Act, the Central Authority shall, wher 

other agencies and be subject to directions given by 
ever appropriate, act in coordination with other 

the Central Government , etc. In the discharge 

of its functions under this Act , the State Authority 
governmental and non -governmental agencies , uni 
versities and others engaged in the work of promot 

shall , wherever appropriate, act in coordination with 
ing the cause of legal services to the poor . 

other governmental agencies , non - governmental vo 

luntary social welfare institutions, universities and 
CHAPTER III 

others engaged in the work of promoting the cause 

of legal services to the poor and shall be guided 
State Legal Services Authority 

by such directions as the Central Government, the 
6. Constitution of State Legal Services Authority . 

State Government or the Central Authority may 
( 1 ) Every State Government shall constitute a 

give to it in writing . 
Legal Services Authority for the State to exercise 
the powers and perform the functions conferred on 

9. Constitution of District Authorities. -- ( 1 ) 
a State Authority under this Act. 

Every . State Government shall constitute a Legal 

Services Authority for every District in the 
(2 ) A State Authority shall consist of - 

to exercise the powers and perform the functions 
( a ) the Chief Justice of the High Court or any 

conferred on the District Authority under this Act . 
other serving or retired Judge of the High Court 

(2 ) A District Authority shall consist of - 
nominated by the Governor in consultation with 
the Chief Justice , who shall be the Chairman of (a ) the District Judge who shall be its Chair 
the State Authority ; and 

man ; and . :: 
(6 ) such other members possessing such ex 

(b ) such other members possessing such qua 
perience and qualifications as may be prescribed lifications and experience as may be prescribed 
and nominated by the State Government . 

and nominated by that Government. 
( 3 ) The State Government shall appoint the Law ( 3 ) The State Government shall also appoint one 
Secretary or the Judicial Secretary of the State of the members of the District Authority as the 
as the Member -Secretary of the State Authority . Secretary of that Authority . 

( 4 ) . The terms and conditions of service of the ( 4 ) The terms and conditions of service of the 
members of the State Authority shall be such as members of the District Authority shall be such 
may be prescribed by the State Government. as may be prescribed by the State Government. 

(5 ) . The State Government shall provide to the (5 ) The State Government shall provide every 
State Authority with such officers and employees District Authority with such staff as it considers 
as it considers necessary for carrying out the func necessary for , carrying out the functions assigned 
tions of that Authority under this Act. 

to the District Authorities under this Act . 


- 


. 
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(6 ) The administrative expenses of every District ing of clause (j ) of section 2 of the Ju 
Authority , including the salaries, allowances and venile Justice Act , 1986 , or in a : 53 of 1986 . 
pensions payable to the Secretary of every District psychiatric hospital or psychiatric 
Authority , and the other staff shall be defrayed out nursing home within the meaning of 
of the Consolidated Fund of the State . 

clause ( g ) of section 2 of the Mental 
Health Act , 1987 ; or 

14 of 1987 . 
( 7) All orders and decisions of a District Autho 
rity shall be authenticated by the Secretary or any (h ) in receipt of annual income less than nine 
other officer of the Authority duly, authorised by thousand rupees if the case is before a court other 
him in this behalf . 

than the Supreme Court , and less than twelve 
( 8 ) No act or proceeding of a District Authority 

thousand rupees or such other amount as may 
shall be invalid merely on the ground of the exist 

be prescribed by the Central Government if the 
ence of any vacancy in , or any defect in the cons case is before the Supreme Court . 
titution of, the District Authority . 

.13 . Entitlement to legal services. -- ( 1 ) Persons 
10. Functions of District Authority .-- ( 1 ) It shall who satisfy all or any of the criteria specified in 
be the duty of every District Authority to perform 

section 12 shall be entitled to receive legal services 
such of the functions of the State Authority in the 

provided that the concerned Authority is satisfied 
District as may be delegated to it from time to time that such person has a prima facie case to prosecute 
by the State Authority . 

or to defend . 
( 2 ) Without prejudice to the generality of the 

( 2 ) : An affidavit made by a person as to his 
functions referred to in sub - section ( 1 ) , the District income may be regarded as sufficient for making 
Authority may perform all or any of the following him eligible to the entitlement of legal services 
functions, namely : - 

under this Act unless the concerned Authority has 

reason to disbelieve such affidavit . 
(@ ) coordinate the activities of legal services 
in the District ; 

CHAPTER V 
(b ) organise Lok Adalats within the District ; 

Finance, accounts and audit 
and 

14. Grants by the Central Government. The 
( c ) perform such other functions as the State 

Central Government shall, after due appropriation 
Authority may, in consultation with the State 

made by Parliament by law in this behalf , pay to 
Government, fix by regulations . 

the Central Authority , by way of grants , such sums 
11. Distrct Authority to act incoordination with 

of money , as the Central Government may think 
other agencies and be subject to directions given by 

fit for being utilised for the purposes of this Act . 
the Central Authority , etc. -- In the discharge of its 

15. National Legal Aid Fund . - ( 1) The Central 
functions under this Act, the District Authority 

Authority shall establish a fund to be called the 
shall , wherever appropriate, act in coordination with 

National Legal Aid Fund and there shall be credited 
other governmental and non - governmental institu 

thereto , 
tions, universities and others engaged in the work 
of promoting the cause of legal services to the poor ( a ) all sums of money given as grants by the 
and shall also be guided by such directions as the 

Central Government under section 14 ; 
Central Authority or the State Authority may give (6 ) any grants or donations that may be made 
to it in writing . 

to the Central Authority by any other person 
CHAPTER IV 

for the purposes of this Act ; 
Entitlement to legal services 

(c ) any amount received by the Central Autho 

rity under the orders of any court or from any 
12. Criteria for giving, legal services. --Every per 

other source. 
son who has to file or defend a case shall be entitled 

( 2 ) The National Legal Aid Fund shall be applied 
to legal services under this Act if that person is for meeting , 
( a ) a member of a Scheduled Caste or Sche 

( a ) the cost of legal services provided under 
duled Tribes ; 

this Act including grants made to State Autho 
(b ) a victim of trafficking in human being or 

rities ; 
begar as referred to in article 23 of the Cons 

(b ) any other expenses which are required to 
titution ; 

be met by the Central Authority . 
(c ) a woman or a child ; 

16. State Legal Aid Fund . ( 1 ) A State Autho- : 
( d ) a mentally ill or otherwise disabled person ; rity shall establish a fund to be called the State 

( e ) a person under circumstances of undeserved Legal Aid Fund and there shall be credited thereto , -- 
want such as being a victim of a mass disaster , ( a ) all sums of money paid to it or any grants 
ethnic violence , caste atrocity , flood , drought; made by the Central Authority for the purposes 
earthquake or industrial disaster ; or 

of this Act ; 
(f ) an industrial workman ; or 

(b ) any grants or donations that may be made 
( g ) in custody , including custody in 

to the State Authority by the State Government 
a protective home within the meaning 

or by any person for the purposes of this Act ; 
of clause ( g ) of section 2 of the Im 

( c ) any other amount received by the State 
moral Traffic (Prevention ) Act, 1956 , 104 of 1956. Authority under the orders of any court or from 
or in a juvenile home within the mean 

any other source . 
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CHAPTER VI 


Lok Adalats 


( 2 ) A State Legal Aid Fund shall be applied for 
meeting , 

( a ) the cost of functions referred to in section 
7 ; 


: 


(b ) any other expenses which are required to 
be met by the State Authority . 


17. District Legal Aid Fund . -- ( 1) Every Dis 
trict Authority shall establish a fund to be called 
the District Legal Aid Fund and there shall be 
credited thereto , 


19. Organisation of Lok Adalats. - ( 1) The State 
or District Authorities may organise Lok Adalats at 
such intervals and places and for exercising such ju 
risdiction and for such areas , as they think fit. 

(2 ) Every Lok Adalat organised for an area shall 
consist of such judicial officers of the area as may 
be specified by the State or District Authorities 
organising the Lok Adalat and such other members 
possessing such qualifications and experience as may 
be prescribed by the State Government. 

(3 ) A Lok Adalat shall have jurisdiction to de 
termine and arrive at a compromise or settlement 
between the parties to a dispute in respect of any 
matter. falling within the jurisdiction of any civil, 
criminal or revenue court or any tribunal consti 
tuted under any law for the time being in force in 
the area for which the Lok Adalat is organised . 


(a ) all sums of money paid or any grants made 
by the State Authority to the District Authority 
for the purposes of this Act ; 

(b ) any grants or donations that may be made 
to the District Authority by any person for the 
purposes of this Act ; 

(c ) any other amount received by the District 
Authority under the orders of any court or from 
any other source . 


C 


(2 ) A district Legal Aid Fund shall be applied 
for meeting, 

( a ) the cost of functions referred to in section 


10 ; 


(6 ) any other expenses which are required to 
be met by the District Authority . 


20. Cognizance of cases by Lok Adalats. — ( 1 ) 
Where , in any suit or other proceeding which is 
capable of being taken cognizance of by a Lok Ada- . 
lat under the provisions of this Act and pending be 
fore any court or tribunal, if the parties thereof 
make a joint application to the court or tribunal 
indicating their intention to compromise the matter 
or to arrive at a settlement , the presiding officer of 
the court or tribunal, as the case may be, may , ins 
tead of proceeding to effect a compromise between 
the parties or to arrive at a settlement himself, and 
notwithstanding anything contained in any other 
law for the time being in force, pass an order that 
the suit or proceeding shall stand transferred to the 
Lok Adalat for arriving at a compromise or settle 
ment . 


- 


18. Accounts and Audit , ( 1 ) The Central Autho 
rity , State Authority or the District Authority 
(hereinafter referred to in this section as the 
Authority ) , as the case may be, shall maintain 
proper accounts and other relevant records and 
prepare an annual statement of accounts including 
the income and expenditure account and the 
balance sheet in such form and in such manner as 
may be prescribed by the Central Government in 
consultation with the Comptroller and Auditor 
-General of India . 


( 2 ) . Notwithstanding anything contained in any 
other law for the time being in force, the District 
Authority may, on receipt of an application from 
any person that any dispute or matter pending for 
a compromise or settlement needs to be determined 
by a Lok Adalat , refer such dispute or matter to the 
Lok Adalat for determination . 


( 2 ) The accounts of the Authorities shall be audi 
ted by the Comptroller and Auditor -General of India 
at such intervals as may be specified by him and 
any expenditure incurred in connection with such 
audit shall be payable by the Authority concerned 
to the Comptroller and Auditor -General of India . 

( 3 ). The Comptroller and Auditor -General of India 
and any other person appointed by him in connection 
with the auditing of the accounts of an Authority 
under this Act shall have the same rights and pri 
vileges , and authority in connection with such audit 
ås the Comptroller and Auditor -General of India 
has in connection with the auditing of the Govern 
ment accounts and, in particular , shall have the 
right to demand the production of books, accounts 
connected vouchers and other documents and papers 
and to inspect any of the offices of the Authorities 
under this Act . 


( 3.) Where any suit or proceeding is transferred 
to a Lok Adalat under sub -section ( 1 ) or where a 
reference has been made to it under sub -section 
.( 2 ) , the Lok Adalat shall proceed to dispose of 
the suit, proceeding, dispute or matter and arrive 
at a compromise or settlement between the parties. 

(4 ) Every Lok Adalat shall, while determining 
any proceeding before it under this Act , act with 
utmost expedition to arrive at a compromise or 
settlement between the parties and shall be guided 
by legal principles and the principles of justice, 
equity and fair play: 

(5 ) Where no award is made by the Lok Adalat 
on the ground that no compromise or settlement 
could be arrived at between the parties , it shall be 
open to the parties to a suit or proceeding transfer 
red from a court or tribunal under sub - section ( 1 ) 
to continue such suit or proceeding before such court 
or tribunal, or if it is a dispute or matter referred 
to a Lok Adalat under sub -section ( 1 ) , any of the 
persons may institute a proceeding in an appro 
priate court. 


( 4 ) The accounts of the Authorities , as certified 
by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India or 
any other person appointed by him in this behalf 
together with the audit report thereon , shall be for 
warded annually by the Authorities to the Central 
Government or the State Governments , as case 


may be. 
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(6 ) Where , under sub - section (5 ) , the parties to 
à suit or proceeding intend to continue the pro 
ceeding in such suit or proceeding before the court 
or tribunal from which it was transferred , such 
court or tribunal shall proceed to deal with such 
suit or proceeding from the stage at which it was 
before the suit or proceeding was transferred to the 
Lok Adalat . 


thorities , and officers and other emplo : 
yees provided to such Authorities and the 
members of the Lok Adalats shall be 
deemed to be public servants within the 
meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal 45 of 1860 . 
Code. 


21. Award of Lok Adalat . - ( 1) Every 
award of the Lok Adalat shall be deemed 
to be a decree of a civil court or order 
of any other court or tribunal and where 
a compromise or settlement has been 
arrived at, by a Lok Adalat in a suit or 
proceeding transferred to it under sub 
-section ( 1 ) of section 20 , the court fee 
paid in such suit or proceeding shall be 
refunded in the manner provided under 
the Court- fee Act, 1870 . 

7 of 1870 . 
(2 ) Every award made by a Lok Adalat shall be 
final and binding on all the parties to the dispute, 
and no appeal shall lie to any court against the 
award . 


24. Protection of action taken in good faith . - No 
: suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lie 
against the Central Government or State Govern 
ment or against the Chairman or any other member 
of any Central, State or District Authority or any 
other person authorised by such Chairman or other 
: member , for anything which is in good faith done 
or intended to be done under the provisions of this 
Act or any rule , regulation or order made there 
under . 


25. Act to have overriding effect . - The provisions 
of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding any 
thing inconsistent therewith .contained in any other 
law for the time being in force or in any instrument 
having effect by virtue of any law other than this 
Act . 


22. Powers of Lok Adalats. — ( 1) Lok 
Adalat shall , for the purposes of holding 
any determination under this Act, have 
the same powers as are vested in a civil 
court under the Code of Civil Procedure , 
1908 , while trying a suit a respect of the 5 of 1908. 
following matters , namely : - 

(a ) the summoning and enforcing the attend 
cance of any witness and examining him on oath ; 

(b ) the discovery and production of any docu 
ment ; 


26. Power to remove difficulties. ( 1) If any dif 
ficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of 
this Act, the Central Government may, by order pu 
blished in the Official Gazette , make such provisions , 
not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act as 
appear to it to be necessary or expedient for remov 
ing the difficulty : 


( c ) the reception of evidence on affidavits ; 


Provided that no such order shall be made after the 
expiry of a period of two years from the date on 
which this Act receives the assent of the President. 


(d ) the requisitioning of any public record or 
document or copy of such record or document from 
any court or office ; and 


( 2 ) Every order made under this section shall, as 
soon as may be after it is made, be laid before each 
House of Parliament. 


( e ) such other matter as may be prescribed . 
(2 ) Without prejudite to the generality of the 
powers contained in sub -section ( 1 ) , every Lok Ada 
lat shall have the requisite powers to specify its own 
procedure for the determination of any dispute com 
ing before it . 


27. Power of the Central Government to make 
rules. — ( 1 ) The Central Government may , by noti 
fication make rules to carry out the provisions of 
this Act . 


( 2 ) Without prejudice to the generality of the 
foregoing power , such rules may provide for all mat 
ters in respect of which rules are required to be 
made by the Central Government under this Act . 


( 3 ) All proceedings before a Lok Ada 
lat shall be deemed to be judicial pro 
ceedings within the meaning of sections 
193 , 219 and 228 of the Indian Penal Code 
and every Lok Adalat shall be deemed to 46 of 1860 . 
be a civil court for the purpose of section 
195 and Chapter XXVI of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure , 1973 . 

2 of 1974 , 


28. Porder of the State Government to make rules. 
- A State Government may , by notification , make 
rules to provide for any matter , not being a matter 
specified in section 27 , in respect of which rules are 
required to be made by the State Government under 
this Act. 


CHAPTER VI 


. 


Miscellaneous 


23. Members and staff of Authorities 
and Lok Adalats to be public servants . 
The members of the Central Authority , 
the State Authorities and the District Au 


29. Power to make regulations. The Central Au 
thority and every State Authority may , by notifica 
tion , make regulations not inconsistent with the pro 
visions of this Act and the rules made thereunder , to 
provide for all matters in respect of which regula 
tions are required to be made by the Central or 
State Authorities under this Act. 
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(c ) defacement includes impairing or inter 
fering with the appearance or beauty , damaging , 
disfiguring , spoiling or injuring in any way what 
soever and the word " deface " shall be construed 
accordingly ; 

( d ) Official Gazette means the Goa Govern 
ment Gazette ; 


30. Laying of rules and regulations. — ( 1) Every 
rule made under this Act by the Central Government 
and every regulation made by the Central Authority 
thereunder shall be laid , as soon as may be after it 
is made, before each House of Parliament , while it 
is in session for a total period of thirty days which 
may be comprised in one session or in two or more 
successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the 
session immediately following the session or the 
successive sessions aforesaid , both Houses agree 
in making any modification in the 

the rule 
regulation , or both Houses agree that the rule 
or regulation should not be made, the rule or 
regulation shall thereafter have effect only in 
such modified form or be of no effect, as the case 
may be ; so , however , that any such modification or 
annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity 
of anything previously done under that rule or 
regulation , 


(e ). Notification means notification published 
in the Official Gazette ; 


or 


( 2 ) Every rule made under this Act by a State 
Government and every regulation made by a State 
Authority thereunder shall be laid , as soon as may 
be after it is made , before the State Legislature . 


( f) property includes any building , hut, 
monument, statue, water pipe line , public road , 
structure, wall including compound wall ; tree , 
fence , post , pole or any other erection except at 
specified places ; 

( g ) public view means anything which is 
visible to public while they are in or passing along 
any public place ; 

(h ) public place means any place , ( including a 
road , street or way whether a thoroughfare or not 
and a landing place ) to which the publicaré 
granted access or have a right to resort or over 
which they have a right to pass ; 

(i) writing includes decoration , lettering, or 
namentation , etc., produced by stencil . 


Legislature Department 


LA / B / 221 / 1988 


Dt : 18-1-1988 . 

3. Penalty for defacement of property . 
The following Bill which was introduced in the 

Whoever defaces any property in public view by 
Legislative Assembly of Goa on 13-1-1988 is hereby defecating or spitting or urinating or pasting 
published for general information in pursuance of pamphlets , posters or writing or marking with ink , 
the provisions of Rule - 136 of the Rules of Procedure chalk , paint or any other material or method except 
and Conduct of Business of the Legislative Assembly . for the purpose of indicating the name and address 

of the owner or occupier of such property , shall be 
The Goa ,Prevention of Defacement of Property: Bill, 1988 

punishable with imprisonment for a term which may 

extend to six months or with fine which may extend 
(Bill No. 5 of 1988 ) 

to one thousand rupees or with both . 
A 

( 2 ) Where any . offence committed under sub 
BILL 

-section ( 1 ) is for the benefit of some other person 

or a company or other body corporate or an asso 
to provide for the prevention of defacement of : ciation of persons (whether incorporated or not) , 
property and for matters connected therewith or 

then , such other person and every president, chair 
incidental thereto . 

man , director , partner, manager, secretary , agent 
Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Goa 

or any other officer or person concerned with the 
in the Thirty -eighth Year of the Republic of India 

management thereof, as the case may be, shall, 
as follows : 

unless he proves that the offence was committed 

without his knowledge or consent, be deemed to be 
1. Short title , extent and commencement. - ( 1 ) 

guilty of such offence . 
This Act may be called the Goa Prevention of 
Defacement of Property Act , 1988 . 

4. Punishment for attempt to commit offences. 
( 2 ) It extends to the whole of the State of Goa . 

Whoever attempts to commit any offence punish 

able under this Act or to cause such offence to be 
( 3 ) It shall come into force on such date as the committed and in such attempt does any act towards 
Government may by notification in the Official the commission of the offence, shall be punishable 
Gazette, appoint . 

with the punishment provided for the offence . 
2. Definitions. In this Act, unless the context 5. Punishment for abettors. — Any person who 
otherwise requires , — 

by the supply of or solicitation for money , the pro 
( a ) Government means the Government of the viding of premises , the supply of materials or in any 
State of Goa ; 

manner whatsoever , procures, counsels , aids , abets 

or is accessory to the commission of any offence 
( b ) Collector means the 

the Collector of the under this Act shall be punished with the punish 
North and South Districts of Goa and includes ments provided for the offence. 
any officer appointed by the Government to 
exercise and perform all or any of the powers and 6. Offence to be cognizable . An offence punish 
functions of a Collector under this Act ; 

able under this Act shall be cognizable . 
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Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Goa 
in the Thirty -eighth Year of the Republic of India 
as follows : 


7. Power of the Collector to erase writing , etc. --- 
Without prejudice to the provisions of section 3 , it 
shall be competent for the Collector to take such 
steps as may be necessary for erasing any writing , 
freeing any defacement or removing any mark from 
any property . 


1. Short title and commencement . - ( 1 ) This Act 
may be called the Goa Registration of Tourist Trade 
( Amendment ) Act , 1988 . 


( 2 ) It shall come into force at once . 


8. Indemnity . — No suit, prosecution or other 
legal proceedings shall lie against the Government , 
any local authority or person for anything which is 
in good faith or in public interest done or intended 
to be done under this Act . 


2. Amendment of section 2. — In section 2 of the 
Goa , Daman and Diu Registration of Tourist Trade 
Act, 1982 (Act 10 of 1982) , for clause ( c ), the 
following clause shall be substituted , namely : – 


9. Act to override other laws. --The provisions 
of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding any 
thing to the contrary contained in any other law 
for the time being in force . 


" (c ) dealer means a person carrying on in 
a tourist area the business of selling any noti 
fied articles , whether wholesale or retail , and 
whose stocks / turnover of the said notified 
articles exceeds 50 % of their total stocks / turn 
over , and includes his agent or employee trans 
acting business on his behalf ." 


Statement of Objects and Reasons 
At the time of electioneering campaigns, workers 
of political parties / candidates indulge in deface 
ment of private as well as public buildings on a 
large scale thereby giving the cities and town an 
ugly appearance . It has also been a practice to 
exhibit advertisements in any place open to public 
without the written permission of competent autho 
rity . The helpless owners of the buildings are com 
pelled either to tolerate this eye-sore or to white 
wash / repaint the walls at their own cost. · 
• This Bill seeks to take penal action against the 
persons indulging in such activities and to protect 
the interests of the public and help the cities and 
towns to maintain a cleaner image . 


Statement of Objects and Reasons 
This Bill seeks to restrict the definition of dealer 
to a person carrying on in a tourist area the busi 
ness of selling any notified articles, whether whole 
sale or retail and whose stocks / turnover of the said 
notified articles exceeds 50 % of their total stocks / 
/ turnover . 


Financial Memorandum 


No financial implications are involved in this 
Bili 


Financial Memorandum 
No financial implications are involved in this Bill. 


Memorandum of Delegated Legislation 
No delegated legislation is involved in this Bill . 


Panaji, 
7th January , 1988 


DR . LUIS PROTO BARBOSA 

Minister for Tourism 


Panaji , 

DR . LUIS PROTO BARBOSA 
21st December , 1987. Minister for Municipalities 
Assembly Hall , 

M. M. NAIK 
Panaji, 

Secretary to the Legislative 
7th January , 1988 . 

Assembly of Goa . 


Assembly Hall , 
Panaji , 
7th January , 1988 


M. M. NAIK 
Secretary to the Legislative 

Assembly of Goa . 


LA / B / 224 / 1988 
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(Annexure to Bill No. 13 of 1988 ) 


The Goa , Daman and Diu Registration of Tourist Trade 

Act , 1982 


Dt: 18-1-1988 
The following Bill which was introduced in the 
Legislative Assembly of Goa on 13-1-1988 is hereby 
published for general information in pursuance of 
the provisions of Rule - 136 of the Rules of Procedure 
and Conduct of Business of the Legislative Assembly , 


(Act No. 10 of 1982 ) 


Section 2 ( c ) : 


The Goa Registration of Tourist Trade (Amendment) Bill, 1988 


dealer means a person carrying on in a tourist area 
the business of selling any notified article , whether 
wholesale or retail , and includes his agent or employee 
transacting business on his behalf ; 


(Bill No. 13 of 1988 ) 

А 


BILL 


further to amend the Goa , Daman and Diu Regis 

tration of Tourist Trade Act , 1982 . 


Assembly Hall, 
Panaji, 
7th January , 1988 . 


M. M. NAIK 
Secretary to the Legislative 

Assembly of Goa 
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